INTERVIEW. CENTURY MOTORSPORT

Eighth Century

In 2024, Century Motorsport returns for its eighth shot at the Hankook 24H DUBALI,
no doubt hoping to replicate its class win, on debut, in 2016. Can the BMW M4 GT3,
fresh from its maiden race in Kuwait, be a contender on the British team'’s first run in GT3 in Dubai?
CREVENTIC sat down with team boss Nathan Freke to find out.

Images - Nico Mombaerts / Petr Fryba

24HSERIES.COM 61



INTERVIEW. CENTURY MOTORSPORT

2016 DUBAL
SP3 victory with
the Ginetta G55

2023 DUBAI.
3rdin GT4 class
with the M4 GT4

“Tdon't think I'm going to be in the GT3 car, sadly,” Nathan continues.
“The way that the driver line-ups have come together, it looks like I'm
being ‘demoted’ to GT4 again. But there's a small chance I might be in
the car for Abu Dhabi.”

2006 British Formula Ford champion and 2009 Ginetta G50 Cup
winner Nathan looks set to compete alongside David Holloway, Piers
Johnson and Nick Halstead aboard Century Motorsport's second-gen
BMW M4 GT4.

Of course, and as the very experienced Nathan surmises,
succeeding in the GT3 class at the Hankook 24H DUBAI is no easy task.
In 2024 alone, the 30-plus GT3 entries registered for the eventinclude
four former outright winners (Team WRT, Herberth Motorsport, Land
Motorsport, and Car Collection Motorsport), four former outright
series champions (Herberth again, Hofor Racing, Leipert Motorsport,
and CP Racing), three reigning class champions (CP again, Haas RT,
and Manamauri Energy by Ebimotors), and a five-time class winner on
home turf (Dragon Racing). A daunting prospect...

“No, not really. I haven't thought about what the competition is
going to be like too much because we tend to just turn up, do the best
job we can, and what happens at the end of it happens at the end of it.

“From a team'’s point of view, we know that we regularly do a good
job to keep the cars running, and the drivers just need to do what
they can do. It's not about being the fastest car in Dubai. It's about
traffic management, reliability, and not making mistakes or receiving
penalties. There's a lot of things that need to come together.

“It's also nice that we go into Dubai with drivers we've already
worked with.” - Century’s Hankook 12H KUWAIT line-up, Carl Cavers,
Lewis Plato and Jack Barlow, reunites in Dubai alongside Faisal Al-
Faisal. Cavers and Plato also finished 3rd in-class in 2023 with Michael
Johnston and Chris Salkeld, who will team with Darren Leung in the
sister M4 GT4. - “They know the team well and they know the car well,
so whilst the 24H is a new experience for a couple of them” - Johnson,
Halstead and Al-Faisal make their 24-hour debuts in Dubai - “I think
they're in the best environment they can be to get the best results.”

Confidentin his own team's ability (and rightly so), Nathan'’s praise for
the M4 GT3 is also resolute. Thanks to strong links with BMW, a team
partner since 2018, Century was the first, and for a while, only, team
based in the UK to own and operate an M4 GT3 upon its arrival in 2022,
and has been a British GT Championship frontrunner ever since. Further
afield, BMW's new GT3 flagship finished 1st and 3rd overall at the 2023
Hankook 24H DUBAL Even despite the enormous GT3 mountain to
climb in Dubai, Nathan is all-too aware of the car’s potential.
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“The car's fantastic! Reliability has been very good for us, we've
had no issues at all. Drivability is also very good, and I think the Dubai
Autodrome in particular is a circuit that really suits the car. [ mean, we
don't expect to go there and win because we haven't got PRO line-ups,
butIthink we have a good chance to fight for podiums in our categories.

“We obviously want to win - that's high on our list - but higher than
that is to make sure the car is reliable, that our drivers get plenty of
seat time, and that they enjoy their experience.”

Realism dictates that ‘class wins' are talked down during our chat,
but it's clear that Nathan badly wants a second win for his team in
Dubai. Amazingly, on Century's event debut in 2016, Nathan, together
with then-reigning Ginetta GT4 Supercup champion Tom Oliphant
(also secured with Century), Anna Walewska and Aleksander Schjerpen
overcame brake pad failure and a fuel tank issue to take SP3 victory
with its Ginetta G55.

“It's funny, 2016 was the first year we did [the Hankook 24H DUBAI],
and we won it! That was absolutely amazing. We've come close, since,
to winning it again, but it's a long race, and things happen. You could
be leading the race with an hour to go and then have issues.”

It's a statement all the more apt given that, on its second Hankook
24H DUBAI outing in 2017, Century Motorsport went from 5th to
2nd during the final hour when CWS Engineering suffered technical
problems, PROsport Performance went off at turn one, and GDL
Racing landed a time penalty for overshooting its driver stint times.
And this despite Century losing five laps early on to a snapped rear
track rod and bent a front upright.

Lady luck abandoned Century altogether in 2018 when “the sheer
anguish” of engine failure, and a subsequent driveline problem,
dropped the Ginetta from a possible podium hattrick to 4th. Hub failure
denied Century again in 2019 (on the team's first endurance race with
BMW, rather brutally), but results were consistent in the years that
followed: a probable win was only lost for the newly upgraded ‘Evo’
M4 in 2020 when heavy rain played havoc with the event, and the new
‘G82' generation M4 GT4 took hard-earned podiums in 2022 and 2023,
and even 2nd in-class in collaboration with RHC Jorgensen-Strom at
the 2021 Hankook 24H BARCELONA.

Save its fair share of poor luck, Century Motorsport has remained
consistently in the SP3 / GT4 mix since 2016. What a story it would
be if the garishly-coloured M4 GT3 (see sidebar) can finally chalk up
another win for the Warwickshire-based outfit.

“It would, but getting all three cars to the end of the race is what
we're focused on. It's the first time we've done Dubai with three cars,
and the first time we've done it in GT3, so there will be a lot going on.
But I think we're well prepared for it.

“We've always been on the hunt, and to be back on that top step
would be really something quite special for us.” m
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