2023. A Year in Pictures

As another year of endurance racing action drew to a close in December,
the 24H SERIES was left celebrating new champions, brand-new race winners,
and breathtaking on-track action at some of the most charismatic venues across Europe
and the Middle East. It also brought the curtain down on the first full season for
new 24H SERIES photographer Nico Mombaerts, so we asked the man himself
to walk us through some of his favourite shots of 2023.
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Shooting blind

Where? Hankook 12H MUGELLO (Autodromo Internazionale del Mugello)
When? Sunday 26 March

Who? Red Ant Racing

What? RF24-105mm F4-7.1 ISSTM - 1/30 - 24 mm - ISO 100

Why? Before heading to a circuit for the first time (as was the case for me with Mugello in 2023), I always research
the best shooting opportunities upfront. But that is only the start. As the weekend goes on, it's important to get

out of that comfort zone and try to capture the action on-track from locations that aren’t that obvious: head-onin a
chicane; a normal pan at a slow corner, etc etc. This shot was taken at a relatively slow shutter speed from the inside
of the Buccine hairpin. Interestingly, you can hear the cars coming, but you can't actually track them upfront because
of the topography, meaning there’s no time to pre-focus. In situations like this, I have to switch to full manual focus,
set my points, then match the speed of the car. There's a lot of concentration involved, but it's worth it, especially
when the Tuscan hills in the background add to that sense of speed.
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Focus!

Where? Hankook 12H MONZA (Autodromo Nazionale Monza)
When? Friday 9 June

Who? Robert Renauer/Herberth Motorsport

What? 35mm F1.4 DG HSM - 1/2.000 - ISO 100

Why? Ihad this shotin mind very early on during the Monza
weekend. The opportunity finally arose, during qualifying, when the
clouds really popped out. As luck would have it, I was covering the
pitlane at the time, and managed to catch Herberth Motorsport's
Robert Renauer while he was waiting to take over the #91 Porsche for
his qualifying run.I'm also quite pleased with the metal rig on the left
too, as this balances Robert out in the frame nicely. As you can tell, his
attention, quite rightly, was elsewhere when I took the shot!
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Timing is everything

Where? Hankook 12H ESTORIL (Circuito do Estoril)

When? Saturday 8 July

Who? CPRacing

What? EF-S10-18mm f/4.5-5.6 IS STM - 1/125 - 18 mm - ISO 100

Why? Sunsets are always the ultimate goal for a photographer.
Nothing beats that beautiful light. But they're not always a
guarantee. In order to take this shot, I only had a window of a
few minutes before the sun disappeared completely behind the
mountains in the distance. To be in the exact spot to capture an
image like this, and at the right time, is always a challenge, which
makes the end result that much more satisfying when you nail it!
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